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It appears therefore that the occasion of his speaking was not
self sought.
If Your Majesty will graciously point out any language used
by Sir Charles Dilke which attacks the constitution of the House
of Lords (for Mr. Gladstone has himself had no time to read the
speech) Mr. Gladstone will lose no time in expostulating with him
on a course, which would have been at variance with the assurance
given to Your Majesty.
But the whole contention of the Government is that the
House of Lords has committed a gross and deplorable error, and
Your Majesty will be the first to see that, when occasion calls on
them to speak, they must, in becoming language, endeavour to
enforce this error, and to prevent its repetition by what they deem
just reasoning,
Mr. Gladstone has felt a great anxiety that there should be no
mistake as to the assurances, which he ventured to convey to
Your Majesty about the House of Lords.
He stated yesterday to the Liberal majority, assembled at the
Foreign Office, bis own intention to avoid at the present time all
discussion as to the character, recent history, composition, and
future prospects of the House of Lords.
Being very desirous to know whether he could reckon on the
concurrence of Sir C. Dilke and Mr, Chamberlain in this view, he
requested an interview with them last night, and found that
they were quite satisfied with the basis thus laid down,
Mr. Gladstone considers that this undertaking covers the whole
period between this date and the next submission of the Bill to
the House of Lords.
Should the prophecies of Mr. Balfour then be fulfilled there will
be a new point of departure, and Mr. Gladstone does not conceal
from Your Majesty his conviction, his painful conviction, that
new and grave issues will be raised. But he will use no language of
this kind in public.
IO74              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 515-16.)
WINBSOR CASTXE, July 13.1884*
. . , She certainly thinks it would have been more in accord-
ance with the assurance given her by Mr, Gladstone if Sir Charles